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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AFSP, TGEN, DR 

SUBJECT: SCIENCE ATTACHE PROGRAM AND GLOBAL ISSUES 

REF: STATE 118666 

1 . EMBASSY ANTICIPATES THAT THE FOLLOWING GLOBAL SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY ISSUES WILL REQUIRE PRIORITY ATTENTION BECAUSE OF 
THEIR INCREASING IMPORTANCE IN US/DR RELATIONS DURING THE NEXT 
FIVE TO TEN YEARS: 

A. ENERGY TECHNOLOGY - PETROLEUM IMPORTS ARE EXTREMELY 
BURDENSOME TO THE DR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS AND OVERALL 
ECONOMIC SITUATION. IN 1977 IMPORTS AMOUNTED TO $247.9 
MILLION (29 PERCENT OF TOTAL IMPORT BILL). THE DR HAS 

A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT HYDROELECTRIC PROJECTS AND IS 
ACTIVELY SEARCHING FOR OTHER DOMESTIC SOURCES OF ENERGY, 
PARTICULARLY SOLAR, WIND, AND GEOTHERMAL, AS WELL AS OIL. 

B. HEALTH AND NUTRITION - PROBLEMS IN THESE SECTORS ARE 
OF FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DR 
AND ONE OF THE TWO MAJOR USAID PROGRAMS HERE IS IN THE 
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HEALTH SECTOR. THE DR'S MAIN CONCERNS ARE IN THE FIELDS 
OF DIARRHEAL DISORDERS AND PROTEIN-CALORIE DEFICIENCIES. 

C. FOOD TECHNOLOGY - THE DR HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR SELF- 
SUFFICIENCY IN FOOD, EXCEPT FOR CROPS SUCH AS WHEAT WHICH 
DUE TO THE CLIMATE CANNOT BE GROWN ECONOMICALLY IN THE 
COUNTRY. THERE IS A STRONG INTEREST IN AGRICULTURAL DEV- 
ELOPMENT. STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO IMPROVE AGRICULTURAL 
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PRODUCTION, CONSUMPTION AND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS, BUT 
THERE IS MUCH YET TO BE DONE IN THESE AREAS. THE PRIMARY 
EMPHASIS OF THE USAID PROGRAM IN THE DR IS IN AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 

D. POPULATION INCREASES - THE DR POPULATION IS GROWING AT 
A RAPID RATE ESTIMATED AT OVER THREE PERCENT ANNUALLY. 

THE RAPID POPULATION INCREASES OF THE PAST HAVE CREATED A 
DEPENDENCY BURDEN. FORTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THE POPULATION 
IS UNDER 15 AND THUS NON-PRODUCTIVE. UNEMPLOYMENT IS ES- 
TIMATED AT 20 PERCENT, UNDEREMPLOYMENT AT 40 PERCENT. ANNUAL 
POPULATION INCREASES HAVE BEEN OUTSTRIPPING ANNUAL INCREASES 
IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION WHILE SOME PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE. 
UNLESS POPULATION INCREASES ARE BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL, THESE 
PROBLEMS WILL BECOME EVEN WORSE. 

E. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER - NEW TRENDS IN TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVA- 
TION OR INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION - PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
EXPENDITURES ON R AND D BY FOREIGN COUNTRIES - 

THE DR IS VERY INTERESTED IN TECHNOLOGY, PRESENT OR FUTURE, 
WHICH WILL HELP DEVELOP DOMESTIC SOURCES OF ENERGY. DR 
ALSO SEEKS TECHNOLOGY BENEFITING AGRICULTURE, IMPORT SUB- 
STITUTION AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNING INDUSTRIES, MINING 
AND TOURISM. 

F. OCEANS - DR INTEREST LIES IN DEVELOPMENT OF ENERGY 
RESOURCES (OFFSHORE PETROLEUM AND THERMAL GRADIENT), 
REACHING MARITIME BOUNDARY AND FISHING AGREEMENTS, PARTICU- 
LARLY WITH THE U.S., AND INCREASING DOMESTIC FISHERIES. 
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2. THE FOLLOWING SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ISSUES WILL ASSUME IN- 
CREASING IMPORTANCE IN US/DR RELATIONS DURING THE NEXT FIVE TO TEN 
YEARS, BUT ARE NOT EXPECTED TO COMMAND PRIORITY ATTENTION: 

A. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION - DR ATTENTION WILL BE FOCUSED 
ON ARRESTING SOIL DEGRADATION. 

B. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COOPERATION AND INSTITUTIONAL AND 
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS - CURRENTLY SOME JOINT DR/US ACADEMIC 
RESEARCH IS BEING DONE IN AREAS SUCH AS HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS. 

RECENT NSF VISIT TO DR FOUND SOME ADDITIONAL POSSIBILITIES OF 
FUTURE COOPERATION BETWEEN U.S. AND DR SCIENTISTS AND INSTITUTIONS. 

3. THE FOLLOWING SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ISSUES ARE OF MINOR 
IMPORTANCE TO US/DR RELATIONS AND ARE EXPECTED TO REMAIN SO FOR 
THE NEXT FIVE TO TEN YEARS: 
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A. NUCLEAR ENERGY - THE DR HAS NO PRESENT OR FUTURE PLANS FOR 
USE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY. 

B. COMMUNICATIONS/SPACE TECHNOLOGY - TECHNOLOGY IN THIS FIELD IS 
BEYOND THE SCOPE OF THE DR. ALTHOUGH THEY UTILIZE SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS. THE DR ALSO HAS AN INTEREST IN INFORMATION 
(E.G. WEATHER MONITORING) DERIVED FROM COMMUNICATIONS/SPACE 
TECHNOLOGY. 

C. ARMS TECHNOLOGY AND DISARMAMENT - THE DOMINICAN ARMED FORCES 
DO NOT POSSESS SOPHISTICATED ARMS. 

D. NARCOTICS INFORMATION SYSTEMS - ALTHOUGH NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT 
IS BECOMING OF GREATER CONCERN IN THE DR, THE MEANS FOR 
COMBATING DRUGS ARE RUDIMENTARY. THE DR IS INTERESTED IN NEW 
DRUG INTERDICTION TRAINING COURSES FOR THE NATIONAL POLICE, 

DRUG DETECTION DOGS, WALKIE-TALKIES, ETC., RATHER THAN 
SOPHISTICATED TECHNOLOGICAL SYSTEMS. 

3. TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF TERRORISM - TERRORIST ACTS IN 
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THE DR HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT WITH COMMON VARIETIES OF SMALT. 

ARMS. NO TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECTS ARE FORESEEN. 

4.SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ISSUES HAVE BEEN ADEQUATELY COVERED 
BY THE JUNIOR OFFICER IN THE THREE MAN ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL SECTION 
OF THE EMBASSY, AND THE ASSIGNMENT OF A SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
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OFFICER IS NOT CONSIDERED WARRANTED. HOWEVER, THE JUNIOR ECONOMIC/ 

COMMERCIAL OFFICER SHOULD RECEIVE IN-DEPTH BRIEFINGS CONCERNING 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE IN US/DR 
RELATIONS PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT POST IN SANTO DOMINGO. 

YOST 
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